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In my last column, | mentioned that Linda and | were about to visi
Krakow in Poland for a short break to celebrate our wedding an
versary. One of the highlights of this visit in September was a trij
the Salt Mine at Wielicza, a few miles outside Krakow, where w
had the complete underground experience, being guided round {
vast tunnels and galleries in a salty atmosphere, which apparent
therapeutic properties. Part of the complex is a sanatorium, still i
use today. We seemed to walk for miles, and descended over 4(
steps. Thankfully, the return route to the surface was by lift. The
are also an underground chapel, an auditorium, and very good r¢
taurants and cafes. Most of the support framework for the mine i
constructed of wood, and my picture illustrates this. We can hig
recommend Krakow as a short break destinatida beautiful city.

Towards the end of October, we undertook a iday tour to
North-West India, visiting the states of Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, including the cities of Delhi, Agra, Jaipur, Jodhpur and
Udaipur. The weather was warm and sunny, the daytime temper-
ature on average between 28 and 33 degrees Centigrade. The
atmosphere was humid, and the air, especially in Delhi, was
quite polluted by traffic fumes, Diwali fireworks and stubble burn-
ing by farmers, or so we were told. Nevertheless, this was a great
experience for us both. India has a population estimated at 1.2
billion, so as you would imagine, the streets were crowded, and
the traffic on the roads was the busiest | have ever seen any-
where. However, our partyds coa
expert, and drove us safely between the cities. Our guide, Mr
Shakeel, had a tremendous knowledge of the country and its
history which he shared with us as we went along. Finally, Mr
Sanjay, a very nice young gentleman, helped us on and off the
coach and kept us supplied with cooled, bottled water (an essential).

The Indian people we met were, without exception, frien
ly, polite, helpful and interested in what we thought abou
India, and where we came from. We both took hundreds
pictures, and stored away a collection of amazing memo
One of the most impressive is of a rickshaw ride through
the streets of Delhids Ch
great fun, if somewhat haraising!

We saw the Taj Mahal in Agra at dawn, and what an ami
sight it was. The picture shows our group ay the Taj, on
misty morning. | also append a picture of our rickshaw ric® ~
in Delhi. B

Finally, the festive season fast approaches, and | look
forward to meeting Friends at our Christmas lunch on
6 December. See you then.



EARTHMOVERS
IN SCOTLAND XX

Mg, Quarrics. Roads & Forestry

David Wylie

Have the earth moved for you ofiuesday 22" November by David Wylie and hi
new bookEarthmovers in Scotland

Hear David Wylie, Scottish correspondent f&arthmovers Magazispeak about an

world in action!

National Mining Museum Scotland @ 7.30pm Refreshments provided
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