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In my last column, I mentioned that Linda and I were about to visit 
Krakow in Poland for a short break to celebrate our wedding anni-

versary. One of the highlights of this visit in September was a trip to 
the Salt Mine at Wielicza, a few miles  outside Krakow, where we 
had the complete underground experience, being guided round the 

vast tunnels and galleries in a salty atmosphere, which apparently has 
therapeutic properties. Part of the complex is a sanatorium, still in 
use today. We seemed to walk for miles, and descended over 400 

steps. Thankfully, the return route to the surface was by lift. There 
are also an underground chapel, an auditorium, and very good res-
taurants and cafes. Most of the support framework for the mine is 
constructed of wood, and my picture illustrates this. We can highly 

recommend Krakow as a short break destination ð a beautiful city. 
 
Towards the end of October, we undertook a 12-day tour to 

North-West India, visiting the states of Uttar Pradesh and      
Rajasthan, including the cities of Delhi, Agra, Jaipur, Jodhpur and 
Udaipur. The weather was warm and sunny, the daytime temper-

ature on average between 28 and 33 degrees Centigrade. The 
atmosphere was humid, and the air, especially in   Delhi, was 
quite polluted by traffic fumes, Diwali fireworks and stubble burn-

ing by farmers, or so we were told. Nevertheless, this was a great 
experience for us both. India has a population estimated at 1.2 
billion, so as you would imagine, the streets were crowded, and 

the traffic on the roads was the busiest I have ever seen any-
where. However, our partyõs coach driver, Mr Geet, was an   
expert, and drove us safely between the cities. Our guide, Mr 

Shakeel, had a tremendous knowledge of the country and its  
history which he shared with us as we went along. Finally, Mr 
Sanjay, a very nice young gentleman, helped us on and off the 

coach and kept us supplied with cooled, bottled water (an essential). 
 
The Indian people we met were, without exception, friend-

ly, polite, helpful and interested in what we thought about 
India, and where we came from. We both took hundreds of 
pictures, and stored away a collection of amazing memories. 
One of the most impressive is of a rickshaw ride through 

the streets of Delhiõs Chandni Chowk district which was 
great fun, if somewhat hair-raising! 
 

We saw the Taj Mahal in Agra at dawn, and what an amazing 
sight it was. The picture shows our group ay the Taj, on a 
misty morning. I also append a picture of our rickshaw ride 

in Delhi. 

 

Finally, the festive season fast approaches, and I look      

forward to meeting Friends at our Christmas lunch on            

6 December.    See you then. 
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CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ .ƛƭƭ 
bƛƳƳƻΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ōǊƛŎƪǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ άŀ DƻƻŘ 
IƻƳŜέΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭπ
ƭƻǿƛƴƎ CǊƛπ ŘŀȅΣ мпǘƘ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ WƛƳ ²ŀǳƎƘ 
ǘƻƻƪ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ 5ƛǊπ
ƭŜǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
.ƛƭƭΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎπ ǝƻƴ Ŏƻƴπ
ǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦΦ  
 
¢ƘƛǊǘȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōǊƛŎƪǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŎƪǎ ŎŀƳŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ōǊƛŎƪ ǿƻǊƪǎ 
ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƛǘǎ ōǳǘ 

Wƻƛƴ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ aƛƴƛƴƎ aǳǎŜǳƳ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǊ .ƻƻƪ ²ŜŜƪ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΗ 

Have the earth moved for you on Tuesday 22nd November by David Wylie and his 

new book Earthmovers in Scotland.   

Hear David Wylie, Scottish correspondent for Earthmovers Magazine, speak about and 

show us some of the biggest and, arguably, the best earthmoving machinery in the 

world in action!  

National Mining Museum Scotland @  7.30pm    Refreshments provided 

 

5ŜƴƛǎŜ .ŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ŎƻǩǎƘ ŎƻŀƭƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛπ
ǝŜǎ ς ǿƻƳŜƴΗ  
Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ноǊŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƊŜƴ ǳƴǘƻƭŘ ǘŀƭŜǎ 

ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŀƊŜǊ мупнΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘƘŜŀŘΦ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ aƛƴƛƴƎ aǳǎŜǳƳ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ Ϫ тΦолǇƳ 

wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ мууфΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ŬǊŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ aŀǳǊƛŎŜǿƻƻŘ Ǉƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜΦ  
Wƻƛƴ ǎŜƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нпǘƘ     bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ aŀǊǘƘŀ 
ŀƴŘ WŜǎǎΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŘŜōǳǘ ƴƻǾŜƭ ς ¢ƘŜ aŀǳǊƛŎŜǿƻƻŘ 5ŜǾƛƭǎΦ  
wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ tǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 
bŀǝƻƴŀƭ aƛƴƛƴƎ aǳǎŜǳƳ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ Ϫ тΦолǇƳ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ōƻƻƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴϪƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƳƛƴƛƴƎƳǳǎŜǳƳΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ 
Ŏŀƭƭ      ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ƻƴ лмом ссо трмф 



/h![ .¸ !b¸ h¢I9w b!a9 
 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ŏƻŀƭ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘȅǇŜǎΣ [ƛƎƴƛǘŜΣ .ƛǘǳπ
ƳƛƴƻǳǎΣ /ŀƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ !ƴǘƘǊŀŎƛǘŜΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƻǿƴ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ 
 
.ŜŜŬŜ /ƻŀƭ                              DƻƭŘŜƴ /ƻŀƭ 
aǳǎǎŜƭōǳǊƎƘ WŜǿŜƭ /ƻŀƭ  [ƻŀƴƘŜŀŘ bƻ м /ƻŀƭ 
/ƻǊōƛŜ /ƻŀƭǎ                          {ǘŀƛǊƘŜƛŘ /ƻŀƭ 
!ƴŘǊŜǿǎ /ƻŀƭ                           LƴǾŜǊƪŜƛǘƘƛƴƎ aŀƛƴ  
DǊŜŀǘ {ƛƭǾŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŜ όƘƻƴŜǎǘύ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪōƛǊŘ 
[ƛǧƭŜ {Ǉƭƛƴǘ    DƻƭŘŜƴ /ƻŀƭ 
[ƛǧƭŜ {Ǉƭƛƴǘ /ƻŀƭ   /ƻǿǇƛǘǎ CƛǾŜ Cƻƻǘ /ƻŀƭ 
 
 

a!¦wL/9²hh5 tL¢ 5L{!{¢9w 

wƻōŜǊǘ Iƻƻƪ ¢ƻƭƳƛŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ  ǎƛȄǘȅ ŬǾŜ ƳŜƴ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ 
ŀǘ aŀǳǊƛŎŜǿƻƻŘ ƛƴ мууфΦ  wƻōŜǊǘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Σ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƛǊƪƘƛƭƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ        
tŜƴƛŎǳƛƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ LƴǘŜǊƳŜƴǘ 
wŜŎƻǊŘ .ƻƻƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ   
ƳƛƴŜǊǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ YƛǊƪƘƛƭƭΦ  ! ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ         
LƴǘŜǊƳŜƴǘ .ƻƻƪ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘΣ           
ƴǳƳōŜǊ мттΦ 

L!bΩ{ a9ahwL9{ 
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфрм L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ L 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !Řǳƭǘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŀǘ aǳƛǊŎƻŎƪƘŀƭƭ ƴŜŀǊ 5ǳƴŦŜǊƳƭƛƴŜΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴŜǊǎ IƻǎǘŜƭ ƛƴ 
¢ƻǿƴƘƛƭƭΦ L ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƴŜǿ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘǎΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ Ƙŀǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ 
ƘŜŀǾȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǎǘŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ Řƛǎπ
ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ L ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘȅ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ Ǉƛǘ ƛƴ bŜǿǘƻƴƎǊŀƴƎŜΦ 
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ олǘƘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊ L ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ 
ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘΦ L ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ мнƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ōǳǘ 
Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛǘ ŀǘ нΦолΦ L ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ hŶŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǳƴǝƭ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ά/ŜƳŜƴǘ {ƘŜŘέ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ 
ƻŶŎŜΣ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŶŎŜΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŶŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳǇ ŎŀōƛƴΦ  
 
WƛƳƳȅ ²ȅƭƛŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŶŎŜǊΣ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜπ
ƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ сΦол ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ 
ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ [ƻŘƎƛƴƎǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ aǊǎ L [ƻŎƪƘŀǊǘ ƛƴ !ǊƴƛǎǘƻƴΦ !ǘ пΦол L ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ aǊǎ 
[ƻŎƪŀǊǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴ h!t ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘƻǿ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛƴŜǊΦ ! ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 
ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ 
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